6            SIR MARTIN FROBISHER
small detail, the Frobishers were of an aggressive and
getting-ahead character. It has been written of them
that "the art of marrying well was one of their ac-
complishments," surely the most remarkable of talents,
and one that was apparently handed down from father
to son. In Yorkshire they lived in and about Altofts,
near Normanton, where a sparse population lived
rurally and unsuspecting, above enormous beds of coal.
Here young Martin was born, about 1538, of good fam-
ily if not actually county folk. His uncle was mayor
and recorder of Doncaster. He was the fourth child
and the youngest son.
None of these advantages was of immediate use to
Martin.   He was probably big for his age, for we know
he became a man of large frame, with the muscular
strength to pick up a man bodily and fling him from the
deck of his ship into the sea.   But there was no school
near Altofts to which he could go.    The suppression
of monasteries and the confiscation of abbey lands had
just been accomplished.   Monks were not likely to go
on teaching the sons of the very men who were buying
from the crown the ancient heritage of the religious
orders.   Schools fell into decay throughout -the land.
Bishop Latimer, preaching at this very time, proclaimed
the evil.
"Schools are not maintained," he declared. "Scholars
have not exhibition. . . . Men provide lands and riches
for their children, but this most necessary office they
for the most part neglect. ..."
And so Martin, as anyone can believe who has read
the few documents he wrote with his own hand, had
very little education. His mother, of the rising family
of Yorke, decided to send him to her brother, Sir John
Yorke, who was then pushing his own fortunes in Lon-
don. The Yorke family were evidently of the same
progressive type as the Frobishers, for we find them, a